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JOHN T. LANG 

Occidental College ∙ Department of Sociology  
1600 Campus Road ∙ Los Angeles, CA 90041 

john@johnlang.org ∙ http://johnlang.org  

Employment 
2008- Assistant Professor, Sociology Department, Occidental College, Los Angeles, CA 

2007-08 Visiting Assistant Professor, Sociology Department, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 

Education  
Sociology, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

2007 PhD 
Acceptable Trust? The Public Perception of Organizations Involved in Genetically Modified Food 
I focus on institutional trustworthiness and examine the implications of who trusts whom 
about genetically modified food. Competing actors are central to the context within which 
trust develops because they assume social and ethical responsibilities by creating and 
circulating knowledge. Thus, I explore the connections between organizations, power, the 
public, and trust when dealing with this emerging technology. 
Committee: Caron Chess, Lee Clarke (Chair), William K. Hallman, Branden B. Johnson, Paul 
D. McLean, and Patricia A. Roos  

2003 MA 

1993 BA with Highest Honors in Sociology 

Research and Teaching Interests 
Agriculture and Food, Crises and Disasters, Environment, Globalization, Organizations, Power and 
Politics, Risk, Science and Society, Trust 

Refereed Journal Articles 
2007 Understanding Receptivity to Genetically Modified Foods: Looking at the Broader 

Context. Gastronomica: The Journal of Food and Culture 7(3): 88-92 (John T. Lang and Susanna 
Priest). 

2007 Culture and Technological Innovation: Impact of Institutional Trust and Appreciation of 
Nature on Attitudes towards Food Biotechnology in the U.S. and Germany. International 
Journal of Public Opinion Research 19(2): 191-220 (Hans Peter Peters, John T. Lang, 
Magdalena Sawicka, and William K. Hallman). 

2005 Who Does the Public Trust? The Case of Genetically Modified Food in the United States. 
Risk Analysis 25(5): 1241-1252 (John T. Lang and William K. Hallman). 

2005 I Will Not Eat It with a Fox, I Will Not Eat It in a Box: What Determines Acceptance of 
GM Food for American Consumers? Choices 20(4): 257-261 (Venkata Puduri, Ramu 
Govindasamy, John T. Lang, and Benjamin Onyango). 

2003 Expertise, Trust, and Communication about Food Biotechnology. AgBioForum 64: 185-
190. (John T. Lang, Karen M. O'Neill, and William K. Hallman). 
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Monographs 
2004  Americans and Genetically Modified Food: Knowledge, Opinion and Interest in 2004. 

Food Policy Institute, Cook College, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. (William 
K. Hallman, W. Carl Hebden, Cara L. Cuite, Helen L. Aquino, and John T. Lang). 

2003  Public Perceptions of Genetically Modified Foods: A National Study of American 
Knowledge and Opinion. Food Policy Institute, Cook College, Rutgers, The State 
University of New Jersey. (William K. Hallman, W. Carl Hebden, Helen L. Aquino, Cara 
L. Cuite, and John T. Lang). 

2002  Public Perceptions of Genetically Modified Foods: Americans Know Not What They Eat. 
Food Policy Institute, Cook College, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. (William 
K. Hallman, Adesoji O. Adelaja, Brian J. Schilling, and John T. Lang). 

Book Reviews 
2008  Review of International Politics of Genetically Modified Food: Diplomacy, Trade and Law, edited by 

Robert Falkner (Houndsmills, England and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). 
Appearing in Gastronomica: The Journal of Food and Culture 8(3). 

Invited Presentations 
2006 Acceptable Trust? The Public Perception of Organizations Involved in Genetically 

Modified Food. Center for Biosecurity of the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, 
May 9, Baltimore, MD. 

2006 Invited participant, “Communicating Emerging Technologies: Biotechnology, 
Nanotechnology, and Beyond - An International Working Symposium,” March 20-21, 
Columbia, SC. 

2005 Targets of Trust: Assessing Trust in the Evaluators, Watchdogs and Merchants of 
Genetically Modified Food in the United States. Global Biotechnology Communicators 
Conference, June 24, Philadelphia, PA. 

2004 The Impact of Socio-cultural Factors on Attitudes toward Genetically Modified Food: 
Comparing Germany and the USA. Research Centre Jülich - Helmholtz Gemeinschaft, 
October 27, Jülich, Germany. 

2004 Impact of „Trust in Institutions‟ and „Appraisal of Nature‟ on Attitudes towards Food 
Biotechnology in Germany and the USA: Results of a Comparative Survey.  4th Annual 
Investigator‟s Meeting on Consumer Acceptance of Agricultural Biotechnology, Cook 
College, Rutgers University, September 27, New Brunswick, New Jersey. (Hans Peter 
Peters, John T. Lang, Magdalena Sawicka, and Cara L. Cuite). 

2003 The Intersection of Genetic Engineering and Public Communication. Ag-West Biotech, 
November 17, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. 

2003 Public Perceptions of Genetically Modified Foods: Opinion, Knowledge, and Trust.” 
Council of Agricultural Science and Technology, November 11, Washington, DC.  

2003 Mental Models of Genetically Modified Foods: Pilot Data. 3rd Annual Investigator‟s 
Meeting on Consumer Acceptance of Agricultural Biotechnology, Cook College, Rutgers 
University, October 16, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

2003 Public Perceptions of Genetically Modified Foods: A National Study of American 
Knowledge and Opinion. 3rd Annual Investigator‟s Meeting on Consumer Acceptance of 
Agricultural Biotechnology, Cook College, Rutgers University, October 16, New 
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Brunswick, New Jersey. (William K. Hallman, W. Carl Hebden, Helen L. Aquino, Cara L. 
Cuite, and John T. Lang). 

2002 A Stakeholder Perspective on Public Acceptance of Genetically Modified Food. 2nd Annual 
Investigator‟s Meeting on Consumer Acceptance of Agricultural Biotechnology, Cook 
College, Rutgers University, September 10, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

Academic Conference Presentations 
2006 Objects of Trust: Trust Attributes and Organizations Involved in GMF. Annual meeting 

of the Society for Social Studies of Science, November 4, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 

2005 The Impact of Socio-Cultural Factors on Attitudes toward Genetically Modified Food: 
Comparing Germany and the USA. Annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, August 15, Philadelphia, PA. (John T. Lang, Hans Peter Peters, and 
Magdalena Sawicka). 

2005 Targets of Trust: Assessing Trust in the Evaluators, Watchdogs and Merchants of 
Genetically Modified Food in the United States. Annual meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, August 16, Philadelphia, PA. (John T. Lang and William K. 
Hallman). 

2004 Who Does the Public Trust? The Case of Genetically Modified Food in the United States. 
Risk and Regulation Research Student Conference, September 17, London, England. 

2004 Who Does the Public Trust? The Case of Genetically Modified Food in the United States. 
Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, August 15, San Francisco, CA. 

2004 Expertise, Trust, and Communication about Food Biotechnology. Annual meeting of the 
American Sociological Association, August 16, San Francisco, CA. (John T. Lang, Karen 
M. O'Neill, and William K. Hallman). 

2004 South Korea and the United States: A Cross-Cultural Comparison of Knowledge 
Awareness and Attitude. Joint annual meetings of the Agriculture, Food, and Human 
Values Society and the Association for the Study of Food and Society, June 12, Hyde Park, 
NY. (William K. Hallman, Ho-Min Jang, W. Carl Hebden, Hyun Kwan Shin, and John T. 
Lang). 

2004 The Logic and Limits of Trust: The Case of Genetically Modified Food in the United 
States. Annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, February 19, New York, NY.  

2003 Mental Models of Genetically Modified Foods: Consumer Perceptions in the United 
States. British Sociological Association / University of Plymouth conference on Risk in its 
Social Contexts, September 9, Plymouth, UK. (John T. Lang and William K. Hallman). 

2003 Trust Me: Expert Opinion in Agricultural Biotechnology. Joint annual meetings of the 
Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society and the Association for the Study of Food 
and Society, June 13, Austin, TX. 

1997 Care versus Cure: Rationality in Health Care. Annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological 
Society, April, Baltimore, MD.  

1995 Who Decides What is Disordered? Organization Constraints in Diagnosis. Annual meeting 
of the Eastern Sociological Society, March, Philadelphia, PA.  
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Teaching 
Occidental College, Los Angeles, CA 

2008  Sociology of Food (20 students) 
Quantitative Research Methods (20 students) 

Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 

2008  Men & Women in American Society (3 sections, 140 total students) 
Introduction to Sociology (15 students) 

2007  Men & Women in American Society (2 sections, 60 total students) 
Social Statistics (2 sections, 70 total students) 

Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

2007 Introduction to Sociology (120 students) 

2006 Introduction to Sociology (97 students) 

2003  Introduction to Sociology (21 students) 

Teaching Assistant 

2005  Introduction to Sociology (with Lee Clarke), 3 sections, 120 total students 

1996-97 Center for Social Research and Instruction (assisting faculty and graduate students with 
computing, research, and teaching) 

Invited Lectures 

Sociology of Trust, Spring 2005; Issues and Concepts in Biotechnology, Spring 2005, 2006 

Grants, Honors, and Awards 
2008 The Funding and Diffusion of Nanotechnology Related Environmental, Healthy, and Safety Innovations. 

Research grant from Temple University, Department of Sociology. $960 (Principal 
Investigator). 

2007 Environment, Health, and Safety Implications of Bio-Medical Nanotechnology. Research grant from 
Temple University, Department of Sociology. $994 (Principal Investigator). 

2006-07 Undergraduate Teaching Honor Roll, Department of Sociology, Rutgers University. 

2004 Visiting Scientist, The Programme Group Humans, Environment, Technology MUT of 
the Research Centre Jülich - Helmholtz Gemeinschaft, Jülich, Germany. 

2004 Cook College / New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station Team Award, Food 
Biotechnology Program at the Food Policy Institute.  

1995-96 Matilda White Riley Prize, best graduate student paper, Rutgers University, Department of 
Sociology. 

1993-94 Excellence Fellowship for doctoral study in Sociology 

Professional Service 
Committee Membership - Rutgers University 

1997 New Brunswick Advisory Committee on Instructional Computing 

1995 Recruitment Committee, Department of Sociology 

1993-95 Center for Social Research and Instruction Steering Committee 
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Organizer/Presider 

2004 Presider. Science, Knowledge, and Technology Roundtable. The annual meeting of the 
American Sociological Association, August 15, San Francisco, CA. 

2004 Organizer and Presider. The Intersection of Genetically Modified Food and Public 
Communication. The joint annual meetings of the Agriculture, Food, and Human Values 
Society and the Association for the Study of Food and Society, June 12, Hyde Park, NY.  

1995 Organizer. The Honors Program Student Association Roundtable on Medical Sociology. 
The annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, August, Washington, D.C.  

Reviewer 

Biosecurity and Bioterrorism; Science Communication; Science, Technology, & Human Values 

Research Experience 
Department of Sociology, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ  

2006-07 Graduate Research Assistant, Educational Attainment of Youth Returning from Detention 
and Correctional Facilities, Paul Hirschfield, Principal Investigator 

Food Policy Institute and Department of Human Ecology, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

2002-06 Graduate Research Assistant, Consumer Acceptance of Food Biotechnology in the U.S., 
William K. Hallman, Principal Investigator 

Institute for Health, Health Care Policy, and Aging Research, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

1994 The Successful Community Living Project, Allan V. Horwitz, Principal Investigator 

1994 Routine Inpatient Treatment Scale for Children, Kathleen J. Pottick, Principal Investigator 

1993-94 Adolescent Health and Behavior, Stephen Hansell, Principal Investigator 

1993-94 Informal Supports of the Mentally Ill, Allan V. Horwitz, Principal Investigator 

1990-93 Rutgers Aging and Health Study, Howard Leventhal, Principal Investigator 

Senior Management Experience in Private Sector  
1995-01 Project management - multi-site, multi-national, multi-year projects.  

Personnel management - vendor relationships and fifteen direct-reports.  
P&L Budget management - more than $7 million annual departmental and capital budgets.  

Professional Memberships 
American Sociological Association, Eastern Sociological Society, Society for Risk Analysis, Society 
for Social Studies of Science 

 

    

 


